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PREFACE

———

I BAVE much pleasure in acknowledging the valuable
assistance rendered by the Chiefs of the States of Mayir-
bhanj and Dhenkanal, and by the Superintendents of the
Keonjhar and Nayagarh States, in the preparation of the
articles on their States. To Mr. F. D. Whiffin, Honorary
Magistrate of the Gangpur State, I am indebted for valuable
information on the subject of the Fauna of the States. A
considerable amount of the information concerning ¢ The
People” in the gemeral portion of this volume is taken
from notes prepared for the Ethnographic Survey of the
Central Provinces. The deseription of the Gangpur and
Bonai States has been largely reproduced from Sir William
Hunter’s Statistical Account of those States.

L. C-R.
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PARTI.
GENERAL ACCOUNT.
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OHAPTER I.

PHYSICAL ASPEOTS.

Trur Feudatory States of Orissa consist of a group of 24 depen- GENERAT,
dent territories attached to the Division of Orissa, and comprise vl
the following States: Athgarh, Athmallik, Bamra, Baramba,
Baud, Bonai, Daspalla, Dhenkanal, Gangpur, Hindol, Kalahandi,
Keonjhar, Khandpara, Mayﬁrbhanj, Narsinghpur, Nayagarh,
Nilgiri, Pal Lahara, Patna, Rairakhol, Ranpur, Sonpur, Talcher
and Tigiria: of these the States of Bamra, Kalahands, Patna,
Rairakhol and Sonpur were formerly attached to the Chhattisgarh
Division of the Central Provinces; Bonai and Géangpur were
formerly attached to the Chota Nagpur Division and the remain-
ing States formerly known asthe Tributary Mahals formed part
of Orissa. They lie between 22° 34" and 19° 2’ N, and 82° 32’
and 87° 11" E., and have a population of 3,173,395 and an area
of 28,125 square miles. They are bounded on the north by the BO“nd-
State of Jashpur in the Central Provinces, the districts of Ranehl, ries.
Singhbhim and Midnapore; on the east by the districts of Bala-
sore, Cuttack and Puri; on the south by the districts of Ganjam
and Vizagapatam in the Madras Presidency and Xhondmals
(Angul); and on the west by the Raipur district and Raigarh
State of the Central Provinces and the distriet of Samba.lpur in
-the Bengal Presidency and Vizagapatam district in the Madras
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Prosidency. The district of Angul is situated practically in the
centre of this block of country and was formerly one of the group
of States known as the Tributary States of Orissa : on the southern
border and conterminous with the border of the Ganjam district
are the Khondmals, a subdivision of the Angul district.

The States form a succession of hill ranges rolling backwards
towards Central India. They form three watersheds from
south to north, with fine valleys between, down which pour the
three great rivers of the inner tableland. The southernmostis the
valley of the Mahanadi, spreading out into fertile plains watered
by & thousand mountain streams. At the Barmil pass, the river
winds round magnificently wooded hills, from 1,500 to 2,500 feet
high, From the north bank of the Mahanadi, the hill ranges
tower into a fine watershed, from 2,000 to 2,500 feet high, form-
ing the boundary of the States of Narsinghpur and Baramba.
On the other side, they slope down upon the States of Hindol and
Dhenkanal, supplying countless little feeders to the Brahmani,
which ocoupies the second of the three valleys. From the north
bank of the Brahmani river, the hills again roll back in magni-
ficent ranges, till they rise into the Keonjhar watershed, with
peaks from 2,500 to 8,500 feet high, culminating in Malayagiri,
8,895 feet high, in the State of Pal Lahars. - This watershed,
in turn, slopesdown into the third valley, that of the Baitarani,
from whose eastern or left bank rige the mountains of Mayiirbhanj,
heaped upon each other in noble masses of rock, from 8,000 to
nearly 4,000 feet high, sending countless tributaries to the
Baitarani on the south, and pouring down the waters of the
Burabalang, with the feeders of the Subarnarekha, on the north,
The peaks are densely wooded to the summit, and, except at the
regular passes, are inaccessible to beasts of burden. The inter-
mediate valleys yield rich crops in return for negligent cultiva-
tion, and & vast quantity of land might be reclaimed on their
outgkirts and lower slopes. Chultivation is, however, rapidly
extending in all the States, owing to improved means of com-
munication and to the pressure of population in the adjoining
British districts.

The natural beauties of the country are exceedingly fine :
vast ranges of forest and tree-clad hills and mountain ranges
altema:te with well-watered valleys gleaming bright in the
sun, with green waving orops of paddy, or in the winter season,
with briltiant yellow crops of surguja contrasting brilliantly with

the deep gween foliage of the forest. _In the open plains along

the valleys of the large rivers miles of hiahly culii
stretoh out before the s 1ghly cultivated lands

eye, shut in on the horizon by lofty peaks
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and forest-clad ranges. Inthe wild hill tracts of Maytrbhanj,
Keonjhar, Bonai, Kalahandi and at Barmiil in Dagpalla the soft
beauty of the hill-clad ranges is relieved by wild prempltous
bluffs scored and seamed by the storms of ages: in the rains S raging
torrents flashing for miles in the sunlight hurl themselves in fine
waterfalls to the slopes below: the finest of these waterfalls drops
over the sheer southern face of the Chheliatoka range (8,308 feet)
in Bonai. In the highlands of Kalahandi, Keonjhar, Maytrbhanj
and Bonai clear pellucid hillstreams flow perennially, babbling over
stones and rushing in tinkling waterfalls between. grass-clad banks
and sedgy shores, shaded by towering trees : many are the deep
silent pools with the banks fringed with masses of white lilies,
and the silence broken only by the gentle gurgle of the stream as
it slowly trickles from the pools or by the splash of some rising
fish : here the kingfisher darts to and fro in all his glory and
birds of every hue imaginable brighten the scene : in the rains
these streams become wild tearing torrents sweeping all before
them. The hill area, or dangaria as it is locally known in
Kalahandi, occupying 1,415 square miles, containg some of the
finest scenery : the area is ome vast mass of tangled hill ranges,
the sides clad in the demsest forest: this country is a plateau
land averaging about 2,500 feet above sea level comprised of small
valleys shut in on all aides by hills which rise as high as 4,000
feet and over: the tops of these ranges in several cases form
fine plateau lands, averaging about 2 miles wide by 7 to 10 miles
long : they are almost level, but generally run up to a small
elevation at one end some 50 feet above the plateau which
averages about 8,800 feet: these ranges are covered with
long grass and are almost bare of trees and form the feeding
grounds and sanctuary of all descriptions of game: the largest
and finest of these ranges are the Karlapat range (3,981 feet)
and Bafliamali, near the Kashipur plateau: from Bafliamali
(8,587 feet) a glorious view is obtained ; as far as the eye or the
glass can sweep vast billowing mountain ranges rise and fall
and looking south are seen the peaks of Tikrigura (3,683
feet) and Bankasamo (4,182 feet) in the Kalahandi State and
now the highest peak in Orissa: to the east on the horizon
is seen the magnificent peak of Nimaigiri (4,972 feet) in the
Ganjam district. In these hills of the dangaria area the
splendid stream of the Indravati takes its rise near Thuamiil: it
quickly gathers volume and even in February roars and rushes
down its hilly course in seething cataracts in its short wild rush
to the plains and the State of Bastar to join the Godavari, It
makes its way through the hill range which forms the southern

B 2
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boundary of Kalghandi; not far from the place where the
Indravati flows south through this barrier the Hati river rises
on the northern slopes and flows due north in exactly the opposite
direction.
Hizn The principal peaks are Bankésan%o (4,182 feet), and tl'ze.
syereM.  Karlapat plateau (3,981 feet), both in Kalshandi ; Malayagiri
(8,895 foet) in the State of Pal Lahara ; Meghasant (the seat ?f
the clouds, 3,824 feet) in Maytirbhanj ; Tikrigura (3,683 feet) in
Kalahandi; Mankamacha (3,689 feet) in Bonai; Bafliamali
(8,587 feet) in Kalahandi; Badamgarh (8,625 feet), Kumritar
(3,490 foet) both in Bonai; Gandhamarden (3,479 feet) in
Keonjhar ; Chheliatoka (3,308 feet) in Bomai; Thakurani
(8,008 feet) and Tomak (2,577 feet) in Keonjhar; Panchdhar
(2,948 feet) in Athmallik ; Gosldes (2,506 feet) in Daspalls;
. Suliya (2,289 feet) in Nayagarh and Kapilas (2,098 feet) in
Dhenkanal,
River The principal rivers are the Mah&nadi, the Brahmani, the
SYSTWL  Baitarani, the Burabalang, the Ang and the Tel. The Mahanadi
Mahinadl. enters the Btates of Orissa in the State of Sonpur, dividing that
State into two portions; after a course of about 30 miles it
“enters the State of Baud forming the boundary between that State
on the south, and Athmallik State on the north, it then divides
the State of Daspalla which lies on either side of its banks :
from Daspalla it forms the boundary of Khandpara on the
south, and Narsinghpur, Barimba, Tigiria and Athgarh on the
north. In the State last named, it debouches through a narrow
gorge at Naridj upon the Cuttack delta. It is everywhere
navigable throughout the States and up to Sambalpur, by large
flat-bottomed boats, and a considerable trade is carried on,
though this has fallen off with the opening of the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway. The river would afford valuable facilities for
navigation, but for the numerous rocks and sand-banks in its
channel. The boatmen carry rakes and hoes, with which in
the cold season they dredge a marrow passage just sufficient to
let their orafts pass. When full, it is & magnificent river of
great breadth and depth. Diamonds were occasionally found
in the bed during its course through the Sonpur State; but of late
years no stones have been found. Itisliable to heavy floods,
Which fr.om time to time cause serious damage to the river side
villages in the Narsinghpur, Baramba, Tigiria and Athgarh States.
The most picturesque spot on the Mahanads is the Barmil gorge
mt]‘le State of Daspalla. Its chief feeders in the States are—
on 1t§_ no_rth or lfaft 1.oa.n ,» the Sapua in Athgarh, and the
Dygndataps end Mano in Athmallik; on its soutk, or right bank,
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the Kusumi, Kamai, the Joramu, Hinamanda, Ganduni, Bolat,
Balki, Bagh, Marini, Tel and Ang.

The Brahmani is formed by the confluemce of the South Brahmani.
Koel and Sankh at Panposh, in the Nagra zamindari of the
Gangpur State : after a course which is»unnavigable owing to
extensive rock barriers and rapids of about 14 miles through the
Gangpur State, it enters the State of Bonai and after a course of
some 38 miles in that State, flows for a short distance through
the Bamra State and then entering the State of Talcher passes
through it and Dhenkanal into Cuttack district. Attempts
have from time to time been made to float sleepers down
the Brahmani, but unsuccessfully. It is navigable for a few
months of the year as far as 4 miles below Talcher, where there
are some dangerous rocks. The confluence of the South Koel
and Sankh is & spobt of remarkable beauty and scantity: about
half a mile below the junction of these two rivers a fine bridge
on the Bengal-Nagpur line spans the Brahmani. Common
jasper is found in its bed and through Gangpur end Bonai the
local gold-washers (Jhords) earn a small livelihood by washing
gold from the bed. There are no feeder streams of any import-
ance; hill streams all along its course force their waters into the
Brahmeani and probably the most important of these is the Kuradi
stream in Bonai,

The Baitarani rises among the hills in the south-west of Baitarani,
Keonjhar State and forms during part of its course the boundary
between that State and the State of Maytirbhanj; its chief
afftuent is the Salandi which rises in Maylirbhanj. In the dry
season the Baitarani is navigable by small boats, but with diffi-
oulty, as far as Anandpur, a large trading village in Keonjhar
on its north bank.

The Burabalang rises in Mayiirbhanj and, after receiving Bui-
two tributaries, the Gangahar and the Sunai, passes into Balasore, P2l2ng:

The Tel enters the Kalahandi State, from the north~west, and Tel.
flowing north-east discharges itself into the Mahanadi, close to the
town of Sonpur: it forms about half the length of the boundary
between the States of Kalahandi and Patna and then through the
rest of its course, forms the boundary between the States of
Sonpur and Baud : in the rains bamboos and timber are floated
down from as far up the stream as where it forms the boundary
between Kalahandi and Patna : its chief affluents are the Hati,
Sundar, Raul and Suktel.

The Hati river rises in the high hill ranges of the Mahulpatna Hat.
zamindari at the very southernmost extremity of the State of Kala=
handi and flows due north, draining the open country of the State,
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till it joins the Tel and the united streams flow down to th?
Mshanadi: the Hati is liable to very sudden rises receiving as it
does the water of countless streams from the highlands of the
dangarla area.

An The Ang rises in the hills of the zamindari of Borasambar

g . s e
in the Sambalpur district: for a short distance after its rise
it flows in a northerly direction, but quickly swerves to the
east and with a southerly tendency runs onto join the Mahanads,
between the village of Binka and the town of Sonpur in the State
of Sonpur : for a portion of its course it forms the northern bound-
ary of the Patna State with the State of Sonpur: though a river
of considerable volume in the rains, it quickly dries up in the cold
season.

Gzozoer,  The Orissa Division consists, geologically* as well as geographi-
cally, of two very distinet portions; the one, a helt of nearly flat
country, from fifteen to fifty miles ip breadth, extending along the
coast; and the other, an undulaling area, broken by ranges of
hills, in the interior. The former is entirely of alluvial forma-
tions, the greater portion of its surface being probably composod of
deposits from the great river Mahanadi, and the smallor streams,
the Brahmani and Baitarani. Near its western limit alone, a
few hills of gneissose rock rise from the alluvial plain, especially
between the Brahmani and Mshanadi. The inland hill tract,
which forms the area covered by the Feudatory States, is
chiefly composed of rocks of very ancient date, so completely
altered and crystallized by metamorphic action, that all traces
of their original structure are lost, and sny organic remains
obliterated which they may originally have contained, Tho
same rocks cover an enormous ares in Bastern and Southorn
India, and are usually spoken of, in works on Indian geology, as
the crystalline or metamorphic series.

Further exploration in this ares will doubtless show the
existence of beds belonging to other formations; but hitherto
the only instance in which any considerable ares is known to bo
occupied by rocks of later date than the metamorphics, is in the
tract known as the Talcher coalfield, in the States of Talcher,
Athmallik, Dhenkanal and Rairakhol. High up the Brahmani
valley a series of very slightly altered or unaltered rocks, comprising
slates with jasper, quartzifes, and schistose beds, oceur in the
Btate of Bonai and are believed to occu y portions of Keonjhar,

The greater portion of the Feu(ﬁtory States have never
been &xplored geologically, and the information procurable

* This account is taken from Sir W. Hunter’s article on the Geolo of the
Tributary States of Origss with gorrections to date, 5
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as to their character is most imperfect. In Mayiirbhanj the
Chief has had a geological survey conducted over the greater
portion of the State: the vast area of the Simlapal range of hills
has, however, not been investigated : the results of this geological
survey are set forth in detail in the article on the Mayr-
bhanj State. It is possible that other coalfields may exist,
though mnot probables Up to 1874-75 even the Talcher
coalfield had only received, for the most part, & very hurried
examination. Excluding the formations of which no accurate
information has been obtained, such as the slates, quartzites,
and jasper, to be found in Keonjhar and Bonai, the follow-
ing is a list, in descending order, of the rock systems hitherto
desoribed as existing in Orissa :—(8) Blown sands. (7) Aluvium.
b. Rever detta deposits. a. Older alluvium of coast plans. (6)
Laterite.  (b) Cuttack or Athgarh sandstone. (4) Mahddeva or
Panchet sandstone and grit. (3) Damodar sandstone, shale, and coal.
(%) Talcher sandstone, shale, silt and boulder bed. (1) Metamorphic
oy crystaliine rocks.

The following is a brief description of the characters of each of
these formations, as found in Orissa:— .

(1) METAMORPHIC OR CRYSTALLINE ROCKS.—These consist of
various forms of gneiss, mica-schist, hornblende-schist, quartzite,
ete. True granite is found in the form of veins traversing the
gneiss, and is of various forms, the most common being a highly
crystalline variety, with but little mica, and passing into peg-
matite, of the kind known as graphic granite. This granite is
apparently, for the most part at least, of cotemporaneous age with
the metamorphism of the gneiss. But besides this, the gneiss
itself frequently passes into a granitoid form, perfectly undistin-
guishable in blocks from granite; but which, when in place, is
usually found to retain, every here and there, traces of its original
lamination, and to pass by insensible degrees into a distinet
laminated gneiss of the usual form.

Other prevalent forms are ordinary gneiss, composed of quartz,
felspar, and mica ; hornblendic gneiss in which the mica is replaced
by hornblende, the latter mineral sometimes forming a very large
proportion of the rock; the quartzose gneiss, in which the felspar
and mica, or hornblende, are in very small proportion, and the
quartz predominates. This gradually passes into quartzite, in
which felspar and mica are either wanting, or ocour only in very
small quantities.

The above may be considered the prevailing forms of the
crystalline rocks; but there are others of less frequent occurrence.
Amongst these are diorite, amphibolite, syenite, and a_magnesian
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rock—sg kind of potstone. These may all very possibly be of later
date than most of the metamorphies, though the serpentine-like
potstone appears to be fairly intercalated.

(%) Tarcuer Grour.—The lowest beds associated with the
coal-bearing strate are themselves destitute of useful fuel, and well
distinguished mineralogically from the Damodar or coal-bearing
rocks, They were first separated from the overlying beds in Orissa
and named after the State in which they were found. They
consist, in the case of the Talcher coalfield, of blue nodular shale,
fine buff or greenish sandstone, and estremely fine silt beds, often
interstratified with sandstone more or less coarse in texture, in thin
alternating lamine. The sandstones frequenily contain felspar
grains, which are usually undecomposed. In the sandstone and fine
silty shale, rounded pebbles, and boulders of granite, gneiss, and
other erystalline rocks abound, some of them as much as four or
five feet in diameter. This remarkable formation is known as the
boulder bed. It is peculiar to the Talcher group, and has been
found in Indis wherever that group has been examined,—in the
valleys of the Damodar, the Son, the Narbada, and the Grodavari,
as well as in that of the Brahmani.

Of this singular association of large blocks of stone in & fine
matrix, but few other instances are known, the most remarkable
one being that of the “boulder clay * of Great Britain and other
countries, Which is now considered by most geologists to be of
glacial origin. The boulder bed of the Talcher group, however,
differs entirely from the boulder clay. In the former the fine
matrix i distinctly strstified, and the houlders aro rounded,
neither of which is the usual condition of the boulder clay.

.(3) Damopar erowP.—Above the Talcher, or occasionally
resting upon. the metamorphic rocks, without the intervention of

sny other sedimentary beds, is found series of sandstone and
_shale, with beds of coal. The sandstone i mostly & coarse grey and
brown r.ook passing into grits. They are usually more or less
felspathic, the ielspa.r being decomposed and converted into clay,
::;e&r:roi: ]t;:ir;':i?ous. (]131;19 and carbonaceous shale, often

o >-0uS, and ferruginous shaly sandstone, are
characteristio of this group, Possil plants, ehiZﬂy eonsistin,g of
ferns, such as Giossopteris, Pecopterss  Trizyeeia, Kquisetacee and

Colamites and shove all, peculiar stems divided into segments

{Vertebraria), believed to be Toots of unknown affiniti
nities, are fre-
quently found. Most of the fossil species found, perha.p,a all, are

chaxacteristio of the Damodgy formation.

The peculiar interest attaching to this .
. d Ry group of rocks is, how-
ever, derived from its being the only one in which workable coal has
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been found in the Peninsula of India. All the coals of Raniganj
and the other fields of the Damodar valley, as well as all those of
the Narbada valley, and of other parts of the Central Provinces,
are in Damodar rocks. So far as they have hitherto been
examined, the coals of Talcher appear to be of inferior quality
to those of Raniganj, the Narbada, and other localities. In the
Himgir zamindari of the Gangpur State a coalfield has been
located over an area of about 27 square miles and steps have
been taken to work the coal. The coal-bearing strata of the Him-
gir zamindari is equivalent to the Kamthi group, which includes
the Upper and Lower Damodars and should therefore be included
in the Damodar and not in the Talcher group.

(4) MamapEva erOUP.—Above the coal-bearing series in the
eastern part of the Talcher coalfield, a considerable thickness of
coarse sandstone, grits, and conglomerates is found, quite different
in character from the beds of the Talcher and Damodar groups,
and resting unconformably upon them. These rocks are usually
coloured with various shades of brown, and are frequently very
ferruginous. The separate beds composing them are massive, and
not interrupted, as the Damodar sandstones frequently sare, by
partings of shale. They form hills of considerable size in the
State of Rairakhol. i

It is by no means clear that these beds are the representatives
of the group in the Narbada valley, to which the name Mahadeva
was first applied ; but there is a general subdivision of the rocks
throughout the greater portion of the Indian coalfields into three
principal groups. To the higher of these, the term Mahadeva has
been given in the Narbada valley, in Orissa, and Panchet in Bengal.

(5) Currack or ArHGARH GROUP.—South-west of the town
of Cuttack is a considerable area, reaching into the Athgarh
State, occupied by grit, sandstone, and conglomerate, with one
or more beds of white or pinkish clay. The beds are very
similar in general character to those last described; but there
is no evidence of any connection with them, and it appears ab
least as probable that the Cuttack rocks are of later date. No
fossils have been found in these beds except some obscure impres-
sions, apparently of vegetable origin, in the clays.

(6) Larerire.—The laterite of Orissa is evidently of detrital
origin and consists essentially of small pisolitic nodules, chiefly
composed of hydrated oxide of iron (brown heematite) and coarse
quartz sand, cemented together more or less perfectly into either a
firm, though somewhat vesicular, rock, or into a less coherent
mass, or at times remaining in a loose gravelly condition, and thus
passing by various gradations into a sandy clay, with a few
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pisolitic iron nodules. As a rule, the forms containing.most iron
are the most coherent, and vice versa. The more solid sorts are
largely used as building stone, having the peculiar but important
property of being softest when first cut, and of hardening greatly
on exposure. Laterite is found all through the States of Orissa.

Beneath the detrital laterite, especially when a felspathic form
of the metamorphie rocks occurs, the decomposed upper portion of
the latter is frequently greatly impregnated with iron, and convert-
ed into a kind of lithomarge, which closely resembles the detrital
laterite in appearance, and is employed for the same purposcs.
The massive form of laterite which caps many of the higher hills
in Central Indis, and which is more compact than the detrital
laterite, is not known to occur in Orissa.

Of the geology of the States of Pal Lahara, Narsinghpur,
Baramba and Tigiria, lying north of the Mahanadi, and of all
the States south of the Mahanadi river, viz., Baud, Daspalla,
Khandpara, Nayagarh, and Ranpur, nothing definite is known.
It is pretty certain that a large proportion of their area consists
of metamorphie rocks, and it is possible that no others may be
found.

Of XKeonjhar and Nilgiri, only the edges bordering on Bala-
sore district have been examined. Hindol has been travexrsed;
portions of Dhenkanal and Athmallik have been examined ; whilst
in Talcher and Athgarh a more general survey has been made,
but still far from a complete or detailed one.

Niueirr axp Keonsmar.—The hills bordering on Balasore
consist entirely of metamorphic rocks of various kinds. In the
northern part of the range, gneiss is found, so granitic that the
direction of the foliation can scarcely be ascertained. It appears
to be nearly parallel with the escarpment of the range. Granite
veins are scarce ; but greenstone dykes, or pseudo-dykes, many of
them of greatsize, abound, and most of them, if not all, appear to
run parallel with the gneissic foliation. These facts render it
probable that the dykes in question are really beds, so altered as
to be perfectly orystalline. A. kind of black magnesian rock, intex-
mediste in composition between potstone and serpentine, approach-
ing the former in appearance, but less greasy in texture, is quarried
to some extent, chiefly for the manufacture of stone dishes, plates,
and bowls. The stones are roughly cut into shape in the qu

- ¥ P quarry,
and finished, partly with tools and partly on  a lathe, in the
vﬂlg.geg. The rock employed is found interfoliated with the
gneiss in several places, and is quarried at the villages of Santra-
gorid and (?'u;;idiha, & few miles south of Nilgiri, at a spot two
or three miles from Jugjuri, and in soattered localities to the
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north-west. A. few miles south-west of Jugjuri, near Park-
para, the granitoid rocks are replaced by a tough, hard, indistinetly
crystalline hornblendic rock, resembling diorite, but exhibiting
more foliation than is seen in the hills near Nilgiri. Still farther
to the south-west, quartz schist appears in a well-foliated form,
occasionally containing tale. A detached hill near Bakipur
consists of this rock, and so does the whole south-west portion of
the range as far as Ragadi, except in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the Salandi river, where it leaves the hill. Here syenite
ocours which forms a detached hill near Darapur. The southern
portion of the range is free from the trap dykes which
are 80 conspicuous to the mnorth-east of Jugjuri. AIll the
western. portions of Keonjhar are unexplored, but the State is
believed to contain good deposits of iron.

TarcEER AND ATEMALLIR.—The Talcher coalfield.—The basin
of sedimentary rocks known as the Talcher coalfield is surround-
ed on all sides by metamorphics. This basin extends about
seventy miles from west by north to east by south, with a general
breadth of from fifteen to twenty miles, its eastern extremity
at Khadakprasad on the Brahmani river being nearly fifty
miles north-west of Cuttack town. Its western limit is not far
from Rampur, in the State of Rairdkhol, and it comprises nearly
the whole of Talcher, and a considerable portion of Rairakhol,
with smaller parts of Athmallik, and Dhenkanal. The western-
half of this field is chiefly occupied by the rocks already described
as belonging to the Mahadeva group, conglomerate and coarse
sandstone, which form hills of considerable height in a very
wild, jungly, and thinly inhabited country. At the period when
the Talcher coalfield was first examined, nothing whatever was
known of the classification of rocks which has since been
adopted by the Geological Survey in the various coalficlds of
India. Indeed, one of the very first and most important dis-
tinotions, that of the Talcher group, below the coal-bearing
division, was made in this region, as already mentioned. The
boundaries of the Mahadevas and Damodars, on the map in the
Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India, are merely a rough
approximation made from memory, and partly by guess, after
quitting the field. The differences of the rocks have been noted
in the field, but their ares has not been mapped.

It is by no means improbable that the Damodar coal-bearing
rocks will hereaffer be found in portions of this ares. Indeed,
they have been observed at the village of Patrapara.

In the extreme west of the field, Talcher beds ocour in the
upper part of the valley of a stream tributary to the Tikaria,



12 ORISSA FEUDATORY STATES.

near Dainchs, and also near Rampur, in Rairskhol. In‘ both
cases, Mahadeva rocks appear to rest directly on them, without
the intermediary of any Damodars.

Besides occupying the western part of the field, the Ma,hﬁ.,devs:.s
are found in two places along the northern boundary, which is
formed by a fault of considerable dimensions. One of these
places is near the villages of Boraharna and Dereng, where the
upper beds ocour in & narrow belt, five or six miles from east to
west, their presence being marked by low hills of hard conglo-
merate. Further to the west, they recur in another isolated
pateh, forming the rise called Khandagiri hill. This hill con-
sists of sandstone, capped by conglomerate, the pebbles from
which weather out and ecover the sides of the hill, concealing
the sandstone beneath.

The northern part of the field in which these outliers of the
Mahadevas occur is much cut up by faults, or, to speak more
correctly, by branches of one great fault. These faults are in
some places marked by a quartzose breccia, containing fragments
of sandstone and other rocks. The vein of breccia varies in
breadth.  At-the village of Karganj it is so largely developed
that it forms a hill of considerable height. Between the branches
of the fault, Talcher beds and metamorphics occur ;, north of all
the faults, metamorphics only are found.

The eastern part of the field, from near Karganj on the
Tikaris river, and Kankurai on the Tengra, to the east of the
Brahman, is principally composed of Damodarrock. These may
usually be recognised by the occasional occurrence of blue snd
black shale, the latter carbonaceous, and sometimes containing
coal. The general section of the beds is as follows:—

Interstratifications of blue and black shale, often very mica-~
ceous, with ironstone and coarse felspathic sandstone. These are
at least 1,500 feet thick.

Carbonaceous shale and coal, about 150 feet.

Shale and coarse sandstone, the latter prevailing towards the
base; thickness doubtful, but not less than 100 feet.

If this be correct, the coal only occurs upon one horizon. It
is by no means impossible, however, that other beds may be found.
Coal is known to be exposed in three places. The most west-
wardly of these is at Patrapara, in Angul, a village on the
Medulia Jor, a tributary of the Auli river. Here some six feet
of carbonaceous shale and cosl are seen on the banks of the
stream, capped by clay, upon which rest the coarse grits of the
Mahadeva group. The area ocoupied by the beds is small. The
next place, which is far better known, is at Gopalprasid, in
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Talcher, on the Tengra river. The rocks at this spot are mearly
horizontal for a long distance, and the coal-bed extends for some
miles along the banks of the stream, above the village. It also
recurs lower down the stream, The thickness of the bed
is considerable, but its quality is inferior, the greater portion
being excessively shaly and impure. Selected specimens contain
upwards of thirty per cent. of ash, but it by no means
follows that better coal may not be found; and even the inferior
fuel would be useful for many purposes, if any local demand
existed ; while from the horizontality of the beds, a large quantity
might be procured with very little labour. The general dip in
the neighbourhood is to the north; and any attempts at working
the coal on a large scale, or further explorations by boring,
should be made north of the T'engra stream.

The third locality is in a small stream running into the
Brahmani from the west, just north of the village of Talcher.
Beds lower than the coal are seen on the bank of the Brahmanij,
at the Chief’s residence. The carbonaceous shale with ocoal is
exposed about 400 yards from the river, in the small water-
course. Only two or three feet are visible. The dip is north-
west, and the coal is covered by micaceous, sandy, and shaly
beds. A boring north-west of this spot would test the bed
fairly.

There is another locality in which the section can be tested,
at the village of Kankarapal, in Angul, about ten miles north-
west of Gopalprasad. It is by no means certain that the Gopal-
prasad shale is close to the surface here; but the spot is the
summit of an anticlinal, and some black shale seen in the
stream resembles the uppermost portion of the rocks of Gopal-
prasad. It is highly probable that closer search will show other
places where coal is exposed at the surface. The south-eastern
part of the field consists of Talcher beds, in which boulders are
only occasionally found towards the base. They are micaceous
near the village of Porongo. Above the silt-bed containing the
boulders, there is a fine sandstone, frequently containing grains
of undecomposed felspar. There is mno chance of coal being
found in this portion of the basin; that is, south of & line drawn
from east by north to west by south, running about two miles
south of Talcher.

In several places in the Talcher field, iron is worked. Some-
times the ironstones of the Damodar beds are used, but more
frequently surface concretions, the supply of which is necessarily
limijted. Sometimes the little pisolitic nodules of the laterite
are found washed from their matrix, and deposited in sufficient
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ities in alluvial formations to be worth collecting. In ome
m:?s t’}ﬁa ore was derived from the metamorphie r?oks, and
brought from a distant locality. It resembled the mixture of
peroxide of iron and quartz found at the outerop of metallic
lodes, and known as “gossan” in Cornwall. The method of
smelting the iron in small furnaces is similar to that in use in
other paxts of India; but the bellows employed are worked with
the foot, & peculiarity only found in the south-western depen-

ies of Bengal and Orissa.
deno%;e arenacious ironstones of the Damodar group would,
doubtless, yield a large supply of ore. .

DrexgANAL AND Hinpor.—These regions require soareel_y
any notice. So far as is known, they consist of metamorphic
rocks, except the western extremity of the ﬁrst-name.d State,
which comprises the eastern end of the Talcher basin. The
metamorphic rocks are of the usual descriptions.

ArpearE—The northern and western parts of this State
consist of metamorphic rocks. Along the Mahanadi, from near
Cuttack to the boundary of the State, within three or four
miles of the village of Tigiria, there is a belt four or five miles
broad, of the same ¢ Cuttack sandstones >’ as are seen south
of the Mshénadi, in Puri district,—being, in fact, a portion
of the same basin. The rocks are precisely similiar~coarse
sandstone and conglomerate, with one or more bands of white
clay.

yGANGPUR.—-—A.IOng the banks of the Koel river in the northe
eastern portion of the State at a distance of about 8 miles from
the railway station of Bisrd on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
lime-stone quarries are worked : lime of excellent quality is
obtained and exported to Caleutta. Deposits of manganese are
found in several parts of this State and two thousand tons were
raised in 1907-08. These deposits are probably superficial replace-
ment deposits on the Dharwar series.

Karamanor.—Graphite of good quality is found in this
State and occurs in biotite gneiss. Bauxite (aluminium ) is
found in Kalahandi occurring in laterite and is a superficial
deposit.

ATHEMALLIK AND PATNA.—Graphite is found in Athmallik
and Patnd. Nothing is known about its mode of occurrence in
these States, but in all cases it is probably associated with
archean rocks,

The narrower valleys are often terraced for rice cultivation,
and theso rice-fields and their margins abound in marsh and
water-plants. The surface of the plateau land between the valleys,
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where level, is often bare and rocky, but where undulating, is
usually clothed with a dense serub-jungle in which Dendroca-
Jamus strictus is prominent. The steep slopes of the hills are
covered with a dense forest mixed with many climbers. Sd47
(8horea robusta) is gregarious ; and among the other noteworthy
trees are species of Buchanania, Semecarpus, Terminalia, Cedrela,
Cussia, Butea, Bauhinia, Acacia, and Adina, which are found
aslo on the lower Himalayan slopes. - Mixed with these, however,
are a number of trees and shrubs, characteristic of Central
India, such as Cocklospermum, Soymida, Boswellia, Hardwickia and
Bassia, which do not cross the Gangetic plain,

The large area of the States of Orissa (28;125 square miles) Fauxa.
is of one common physical aspect and the fauns are homogeneous.

The elephant (Elephas Indicus) however does not generally
range south of the Mahanadi although fairly numerous in
the central and north-eastern portion of the tract. A few stray
occasionally across the Mahdnadi into the State of Baud, but
practically never move further south. In 1907 a few stray
elephants appeared in the State of Kalahandi for a few days
and the ocourrence was reported as most unusual and novel.
The extensive and almost unpopulated tracts of the Simlapal
in the State of Maytirbhan] is a sanctuary for elephants and
probably most of the elephants in Orissa frequent this magnificent
elephant-forest at some time or other in the course of their
existence.

‘Wild buffaloes (Bos bubalis) are now very rare. The wild
buffalo was at one time quite plentiful in the Gangpur State,
along the valley of the Brahmani and at Kumarkela some
twelve miles west, but the advent of the railway proved
his death-knell, and to-day there is not a single specimen left in
Gangpur or Bonai. In 1906 thesole survivor, a solitary bull, was
killed by a villager in the north-east corner of Bonai, Occasion-
ally a solitary buffalo crosses the border from Jashpur into
Gangpur.

Bison (Gavacus ganrus) usually called gayel ocour in the
denser and remoter forests in every part of the States: they
generally graze in close proximity to elephants often moving
amongst & herd. They are numerous in the high hills of
Kalahandi. )

The prineipal carnivora are the tiger, panther, hywmna, wild-
dog, jackal and fox.

Tigers (Felis t¢igris) are found everywhere, and are very
frequently destructive to human life. The great majority are
game-killers. Some are cattle-killers and a few are man-eaters,
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The native method for the destruction of man-eaters, which
generally frequent a well defined tract, is to set traps in the form
of a gigantic bow and arrow on the paths traversed by the man-
eater. The arrow-heads are covered with a highly poisonous
vegetable substance known as mendhdsinghd : tigers are also killed
by smearing this vegetable poison into the kill tied up. In tracts
where timber cutting is in progress the number of persons killed
is naturally large from the nature of the work, and the
opportunities afforded for man-killing. TRewards are given for
their destruction.

Panthers (Felis pardus) are very plentiful throughout all
these States. The largest shot in these States of which there is
an authentic record was 7 feet 2 inches measured along the curve
of the back from the tip of the nose to the tip of the tail, soon after
he was Kkilled ; as a rule they seldom exceed 6% feet in length.
They are mostly found in the small hills adjoining the cultivated
area, where they levy toll from the flocks of goats and sheep.
They are but rarely found in the largest and more extensive
forests.

The chitah (Felis jubata) or hunting leopard is not supposed
to inhabit Bengal, but therelare a few to be found in the west
of the State of Gangpur in the Himgir zamindari,. Two have been
shot in the Garjan hill in the north-west of that zamindari and
two more have been seen in south Himgir on the border of
Kodabaga. A chétdh was shot in Palkot in the Gumla sub-
division of the Ranchi district, which proves that though rare,
they do exist in Bengal.

The Felis Chaus and Felis bengalensis are the only other
members of the cat tribe met with in these States. They are
fairly common and it is chiefly to them that the scarcity of
ground game is attributed.

The large civet cat ( Viverra zibetha) ocours in these States, but
is not common.

The palm civet (Paradpeurus niger) is fairly common, but is
mostly found near villages where it is very destructive to poultry.

The common grey mungoose (Herpestes Dpallidus) is some-
what rare. It isseen ocoasionally in rocky hills in Gangpur;
it is larger than the common mungoose, rather more yellow in
colour and has the tail tipped with black.

The jackal (Conis aureus) is found all over these States, bug
seems to avoid the heavy forests and chiefly inhabits the scrub-
jungle near villages.

T!le common fox (V7 alpas bengalensis) is met with ; it is com-
mon in the more open States but rare in the heavily wooded areas.
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The Sciurdus maximus var—besigalensis is a very handsome
squirrel and is common in all the dense forest areas. The
colour is chiefly of a chestnut red above with the rump and tail
black, the lower parts are buff. They are easily tamed and
make very amusing pets. Their flesh is much appreciated by
the forest tribes.

The common Indian ground-squirrel (Iciurrus pal marum)
is fairly plentiful.

Pteromys cineraceus.—Although this variety of the large fly-
ing squirrel is supposed to be peculiar to Burmah, Mr. F. D.
Whiffin has obtained several specimens in Gangpur and Bonai
and in each case the colour has been the same, ash coloured
above and  white on the belly. A specimen was sent by
Mr. Whiffin to the Calcutta Museum in 1892. They are entirely
nocturnal in their habits, and feed on fruits, nuts and insects,
and breed in the holes of trees. With the parachute extended
they have been seen to cover a flight of quite 100 yards.

The common Indian porcupine (Hysiriz leucura) is met with
in all the rocky hills in these States but being entirely nocturnal
in its habits is seldom seen. Its food consists chiefly of roots.

The Lepus ruficavdatus is the only hare found and owing to
the hilly nature of the country and the abundance of vermin
it is not at all common.

Manis Brachyura.—This quaint beast, the manis or pangolin,
although seldom seen, is found in these States. It lives in deep
burrows and feeds chiefly on insects, its favourite diet being the
white ant. They grow from 2 to 2% feet in length and are
covered with scales of a light olive colour.

The hysna (Hyena striata) is very common and is to be
found over any carcase. '

'Wild dogs (Canis rutilans) are very numerous and extremely
destructive to game : very interesting stories are told of the intelli-
gence with which packs work together in hunting down a quarry:
it is said they will pull down a bison. The larger variety appears
to be most common, but villagers state that a very small light
coloured variety or species exists. The larger species stands higher
than a jackal and in the cold season has'a bright chestnut brown
coat : the eaxrs are erect, the tail very bushy with a dark tip. The
smaller variety has been reported from both Keonjhar and the
Simlapal range near the Meghasani hill in Mayfrbhanj. It is
grey in colour. The larger variety is locally known as kok and
the smaller as balud: the smaller variety is said to be much the
most destructive to game hupting in far larger packs thanm

the kok.

(o]
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The wolf exists but is very rare and found only in pairs: they
may be seen ocoasionally in the Patna State along the main road
from Sambalpur to Bolangir.

The common Indian sloth bear (Ursus labiatus) is found
everywhere and is the only representative of the family. Although
their favourite foods are the mahu4 flowers (Bassia latifolia), berries
and white ants, they do a great deal of mischief to sugarcane
and maize, and now and again one develops carnivorous ten-
dencies. They seldom attack people except when taken by
surprise, yet as they are so numerous in the aggregate a great
number of people are killed or injured by them. A she-bear with
cubs is decidedly dangerous when taken by surprise or cowered.

The ratel or honey-badger (Mellivora Indica) seems to be
closely allied to the above, so much so that in these parts it is
generally called the chhota bhalu. It is & small beast measuring
about 8 feet, the upper part of the body being of an ashy-gray
and the rest of it coal-black. It is found throughout these
States, but being entirely nocturnal in its habits is seldom seen.
Tt lives chiefly in rocky caves in the hills and its diet consists
of lizards, insects and honey.

The sambar (Rusa aritotelis) is a forest-loving animal and
generally frequents the high and most inaccessible hills. It is
the largest of the Indian deer, and occurs all through these States.
It is nocturnal in its habits grazing chiefly at night and returning
to the hill tops during the day, where it generally rests in some
shady spot during the heat of the day. The horns of the sambar
in these States do not attain to the same dimensions as elsewhere.

The spotted deer (Awis maculatus) or chithal is common all
over the States and is genmerally found in small herds in low-
lying lands near water. They are gregarious in their habits and
less nocturnal than the samdar, and care little for the neighbour-
hood of man. They are seldom found in the more hilly tracts.

The Indian mouse deer (Meminna Indica), the smallest of its
tribe, is found throughout the States, but owing to its diminutive
size is seldom seen. It stands 10 to 12 inches at the withers and
in colour is brown with white or buff spots and longitudinal stripes.
It is locally known as gurandi and in Kalahandi as kebri.

The munitjac (Cervalus aurcus) or 1ib faced deer (barking deer),
elthough seldom seen, is often heard and is easily recognized by
its d’i?]f.ﬁke bark and is common in the States.

The #ilgai (Portar pictus) is found in all the less heavil
wooded forest, where it feeds largely on wild berries, one o%E’

its favourites being the aomla (PhAyllanth bl ich i
devours in great quantities Py e emblion) which it
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The occurrence of hog deer (Cervus porcinus) is doubtful,

The black buck antelope (Anéelope cervicapra) omly ocours
in Kalahandi and perhaps in Patna in small numbers.

The four-horned antelope (Petracerus guadricornis) is fairly
common, the female and young male so resemble the barking
deer that they are frequently mistaken for the latter animal.
The horns of a good specimen shot in Bonai measured, anterior
horns 1§ inches, posterior horns 8} inches.

Pigs (Sus Indicus) are universal and destructive,

The monkeys (Quadrumana) in these States are restricted
to two species only; the langur or hanwmdin (Presbytes entellus)
and the small brow Zandar (Macacus rhesus) : of these, the former
is most plentiful and is found distributed all over these States.
Unlike his brother, in the more civilized and higher cultivated
areas of India, he avoids the proximity of villages and keeps
more to the hills and jungle, the reason for this probably being
that he finds the forest tribes less sympathetic and hospitable in
their treatment of him than their more civilized neighbours, the
Hindus. Amongst their most deadly enemies are the Birhors,
a wandering non-agricultural tribe who live chiefly on the animals
they net, the chief amongst them being the unfortunate Aanwmdn
whose flesh they eat and whose skin is used for making the
earthen drum called the mander. The bandar is not so common
as the kanuman, but is found scattered all over these States.

Pea-fowl are numerous and occasionally to a certain extent Birds.
protected, not apparently from any religious feeling, but because
they have been taken as the santak or emblem of some of the
Chiefs.

Jungle-fowl and common spur-fowl are numerous. The
painted spur-fowl oceurs, but is uncommon. The partridge, black
or grey, are comparatively rare, The great hornbill is often found
in the forest tracts.

On the large and numerous irrigation dams to the south-west
great flocks of geese, ducks and teal are found in the cold
weather. The comb-duck (Sarcidioruis melananotus) breeds in the
country and is found all along the Mahanadi river in suitable
localities. The grey-duck (A4mnas poceiloryuchus) and pink-headed
duck (Rhodonessa caryophyllucea) both breed in the States, but the
latter is rare, The two whistling-teal and the little cotton-teal
are common residents.

The following are the wild fowl most commonly recognised
in Orissa :— (a) Geese—(1) the lag or grey, (2) the barred-headed.
(6) Duck—(1) comb—also known as the black-backed -spur-
goose; the local term is nakid, (2) gadwsll or grey, (8) pin-tail,

c?2
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(4) pochard—red-crested, (5) pochard— red-headed, (6) sheldrake,
(7) sheldrake—ruddy, (8) shoveller, (9) spot-bill, snd (10)
widgeon. (¢) Teal—(1) blue-winged, (2) common, (3) cotton,
and (4) whistling. (d) Plover—(1) golden, (?) ringed, and (3)
turnstone. (¢) Snipe—(1) fan-tail, (2) jack, (3) painted, and (4)
pin-tail.

Some flocks of the demoiselle crane frequent the mneigh-
bourhood of the Mahanadi and Tel rivers. Snipe, and grey and
golden plover occur where the ground is suitable, The black
imperial pigeon is found in places, while the ordinary green
fruit-eating pigeon sometimes assembles in enormous flocks.

gilioeo- Both the snub-nosed crocodile and the long-nosed fish-eating

es, o . .
gharial are found in the rivers.

Snakes. In addition to the usual snakes the hamadryad (Oppiophagu.
elaps) and some large pythons are ocoasionally found. .

Fish. The principal fish are roki (Lobeo rohita), mirkalki (Cirrhuia
mrigala), bhakur (Catla buchanani), sdl (Ophiocephalus marulius),
seul (Ophiocephalus striatus), boali (Wallago atlee), hilsa (Clupea
#lisha), and numerous-species of the carp and catfish families,

Mahsir ocour occasionally in the upper waters of the
Mahanadi and Brahmani and their affluents.

Czneare.  The climste of the States is very similar to that prevailing
in the rest of Orissa, except that it is probably hotter in
summer and colder in winter. The climate of the States which
border on the Puri, Cuttack and Balasore districts is naturally
moister than that of the States further inland, and the temperature
isno doubt somewhat lowered by the moist cool breezes from the

‘é::'Pm- sea. In the States in the neighbourhood of Sambalpur a shade
temperature of 111 to 112 degrees in May and June is not
uncommon and not infrequently rises three or four degrees higher.
No record of temperature, however, has been kept. The hlgh’
plateau lands in the south-eastern area of the State of Kalahands
attain an elevation of 4,000 to 4,100 feet and the climate is ve
pleasant even during the hottest months: the surrounding eountz;y
however, right up to the very edge of the plateau, is exl:remel;
malarious. There are several other high ranges, the most suitable
of which, for a change from the heated atmosphere of the plains,
are the Meghasani range (3,824 feet) in Mayiirbhanj, Mal it
(3,895 foet) i 3 T

sy )' in the State of Pal Lahari and Gandhamard

(8479 foot) in Keonjhar. In December and January the hia;

grass is _ooa.ted with thick rhyme in the platean country gof

Kalihand? and the western portion of the Patna State d

in the high lands of Bonai, Pal Lahard and Keonj by

thermometer placed out on the o njher. A

‘ pen ground st Rampur, the
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head-quarters of the Rampur-Thuamil zamindari, of the Kalahandi
State, in the early part of January, recorded temperatures of
33 and 34 degrees at 6 o’clock in the morning. Owing to the
presence of low hills and forests, the climate of the greater part
of the States is unhealthy, especially during the rainy-season and
the beginning of the cold weather, when malaria prevails. The

rincipal cause of fever and bowel complaints is the bad water:
in the hill tracts there are streams of crystal clear water, but
deadly to drink, charged with the poison of decaying vegetation Rainfall.
deposited in the deep pools along their course. The average
annual rainfall during the last five years is 5668 inches: the
average main distribution is January to May 564 inches and
June to October 4859,
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CHAPTER II,

———

HISTORY.

Tar States have no connected or authentic history. Gompris.ing,
as they do, the western and hilly portion of the Provinee
of Orissa, they were never brought under the central Government,
but from the earliost times consisted of numerous petty princi-
palities which were more or less independent of ome another.
They were first inhabited by aboriginal races, chiefly Bhuiyas,
Sevars, Gonds and Khonds, who were divided into innumerable
communal or tribal groups each under its own Chief or headman.
They carried on incessant warfare with their neighbours on the
one band and the denizens of the forests on the other. In course
of time their hill retreats were penetrated by Aryan adventurers,
who, by reason of their superior prowess and intelligence, gradual-
ly overthrew the tribal Chiefs and established themselves in their
place. Tradition relates how these daring interlopers, most of
whom were Réjputs from the north, came to Puri on pilgrim-
age and remained behind to found kingdoms and dynasties.

It was thus that the founder of the present Raj family of
the Patna State 600 years ago set up his sway over a cluster of
States known as the Athars Garhjats or 18 forts: according to
tradition this ancestor was & Chauhan Rajput Chief living near
Mainpuri, and expelled from his territories by the Muhammadans :
this family settled down in Patna and quickly extended its power,
till finally the whole of the country which is now the Sambalpur
district and the adjoining States of Sonpur and Bamra, the
Chiefs of which were made tributaries, fell under its sway.
The area under the sway of this family was divided up
between two brothers : from this division originated the supremacy
of the brother who received Sambalpuras his portion : Patna rapidly
became a dependency of the Chief of the Sambalpur State which
bad grown the most powerful of all the cluster of Garhjat States,
The Btate of Sambalpur fell before the Marathas, and with it
Patna. Jai Singh became ruler of Mayiirbhanj over 1,300 years
3go, and was suoceeded by his eldest som, while his second son
seized Keonjhar, The Chiefs of Baud and Daspalla are said to be
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descended from the same stock, and a Rajput origin is also
claimed by the Rajas of Athmallik, Narsinghpur, Pal Lahars,
Tal?her and Tigiria. Nayagarh, it is alleged, was founded by a
Rajput from Rewah, and a scion of the same family was the
ancestor of the present house of Khandpard. On the other
hand, the Chiefs of a few States, such as Athgarh, Baramba and
Dhenkanal, owe their origin to distinguished servants of the
ruling sovereigns of Orissa. The State of Ranpur is alleged
to be the most ancient, the list of its Chiefs being said to cover a
period of over 8,600 years. This family furnishes the only known
instance in which, amidst many vicissitudes, the supremacy of
the original settlers has remained intact. The States acknowledged
the suzerainty of the paramount power and were under an
implied obligation to render assistance in resisting invaders, but
in other respects neither the ancient kings of Orissa nor their
successors, the Mughals and Marathas, ever interfered with their
internal administration. All the States have annals of the
dynasties that have ruled over them, but they aremade up in
most part of legend and fiction and long genealogical tables of
doubtful accuracy, and contain very few features of general
interest. The salient features in the particular history of each
State have been mentioned in the separate articles on each of
the States. Within its rugged barriers, each State was thus
permitted to work out its own growth, its boundaries expanding
or contracting according to the strength or weakness of its Chief,
the jealousies of its neighbours and final appeal for help to the
sovereign power preventing its total extinction at any time.

The valley of the Mahanadi formed the high road from the
west, and it is thought that the Yavanas who were finally expelled
from Orissa by Yayati Kesari, the first king of the Lion dymasty,
in A. D. 474, and whom Sir William Hunter identifies with the
Tonians, escaped to the Central India plateau through that route.
Orissa under the Lion line (474-1132 A. D.) did not extend inland
beyond Dhenkanil and can hardly be said to include the group of
States formerly known as the Tributary Mahals of Orissa. The
princes* of the Gangetie line pushed their territory inland to Baud
which still continues the westernmost of the States formerly known
as the Orissa Tributary Mahals. It is said that the third monarch
of the line, between 1175 and 1202, measured his kingdom from
the Hooghly to the Godavari and from the sea to the frontier of
Sonpur, the State, which adjoins Baud on the west.

* Hunter’s Orissa, Vol. I, pp. 817 and 818.
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Berrisn The British conquest of Orissa from the Marathas took place
CONQUESE- in 1808, and was immediately followed by the submission of 10
of the States, the Chiefs of which were the first to enter into
treaty engagements. Meanwhile, Major Forbes penetrated through
the hilly and jungly country on the west and reached the famous
Barmiill pass in Dagpalla, the key to Berar and the Central
Provinces. Here the Marathas made a last stand, but on the 2nd
November the pass was forced and the enemy fled in confusion.
The Raja of Baud and others hagtened to tender their submission.
Including Khurda, the States were then 20 in number. In the
following year the Chief of Khurda rebe